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Executive Summary

The retirement savings account (RSA) membership distribution data for Q4 2016 reflected that 7,348,028 

workers are registered under the pension scheme out of a total working population of 69,470,091 as at Q4 

2016.  This represents 10.8% of the total working population. This is not surprising given the largely 

informal structure of the Nigerian labor force with about 50% of the current workforce engaged in 

subsistence agriculture and informal trading. Micro businesses for example account for over 90% of total 

Micro, Small and Medium Scale Enterprises in Nigeria.

 

Further disaggregation of RSA membership reveal that of a total male working population of 36,363,042 

only 14.37% or 5,226,897 male workers are registered under the scheme. Similarly, only 2,121,131 or 

6.41% out of a total female working population of 33,107,859 are registered under the scheme. 

Accordingly, out of the 7,348,028 RSA members, 71.13% were men and only 28.87% were women. This can 

be compared with the gender split of the working population which has 52.3% men and 47.7% women. 

 

As should be expected, RSA membership is dominated by the Private sector. The federal level, had 

1,866,850 registered RSA members under the national pension scheme as at Q4 2016 of which 1,363,266 

(or 73.0%) were male and 503,584 (or 27%) are female. This may indicate that there are a lot more male 

employees in the Federal public service than female.

 

At the State (including local government) level, 1,508,471 State public workers are registered under the 

national pension scheme with 849,493 (or 56.3% male and 658,978 (or 43.7%) female. This may indicate 

that the Federal Public Service is larger than that of all 36 States combined and similar to the Federal service, 

men dominate with respect to number of employees.

 

Private firms had 3,972,707  registered RSA members under the pension scheme as of Q4 2016 of which 

3,014,138 o or 75.9% were male and 958,569 or 24.1% female.

 

Among the three classes of workers registered under the scheme, private firms' working population 

dominated the membership distribution and closely followed by the federal and state working population.

 

The highest number of registered working population came from the age bracket of 30-39yrs and closely 

followed by the working population within the age bracket of 40-49yrs and 50-59yrs. This is expected 

considering ages 25-44 account for about 55% of the total working population

 

However, the least number of registered working population came from above 65yrs and 60-65yrs age 

bracket.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Federal

Federal

Male FemaleAge Bracket

Less than 30 yrs

30 - 39 yrs

40 - 49 yrs

50 - 59 yrs

60 - 65 yrs

Above 65 yrs

TOTAL

Grand Total

84,408

536,798

344,819

267,019

93,029

37,193

1,363,266

1,866,850

31,789

193,246

148,997

96,993

24,245

8,314

503,584

1,866,850 federal working population are registered under the national pension scheme as at Q4 2016. 
1,363,266 or 73% are male while 503,584 are female.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

State

State

Male FemaleAge Bracket

Less than 30 yrs

30 - 39 yrs

40 - 49 yrs

50 - 59 yrs

60 - 65 yrs

Above 65 yrs

TOTAL

Grand Total

21,581

202,620

267,893

256,109

74,679

26,611

849,493

1,508,471

17,206

173,362

231,839

191,045

37,931

7,595

658,978

1,508,471 state working population are registered under the national pension scheme as at Q4 2016. 
849,493 or 56% are male while 658,978 are female.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Private

Private

Male FemaleAge Bracket

Less than 30 yrs

30 - 39 yrs

40 - 49 yrs

50 - 59 yrs

60 - 65 yrs

Above 65 yrs

TOTAL

Grand Total

378,766

1,271,471

803,341

405,809

99,876

54,875

3,014,138

3,972,707

179,584

476,250

213,510

72,412

11,427

5,386

958,569

3,972,707 private firms' working population are registered under the national pension scheme as at Q4 
2016. 3,014,138 or 76% are male while 958,569 are female.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Registered Working Population

Registered Working Population

Male FemaleAge Bracket

Less than 30 yrs

30 - 39 yrs

40 - 49 yrs

50 - 59 yrs

60 - 65 yrs

Above 65 yrs

TOTAL

Grand Total

484,755

2,010,889

1,416,053

928,937

267,584

118,679

5,226,897

7,348,028

228,579

842,858

594,346

360,450

73,603

21,295

2,121,131

7,348,028 working population are registered under the national pension scheme as at Q4 2016. 
5,226,897 or 71% are male while 2,121,131 are female.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Federal, State and Private Firms 
Working Population Compared

Federal, State and Private Firms Working Population Compared

Male Female

Federal

State

Private

1,363,266

849,493

3,014,138

503,584

658,978

958,569

Private firms' working population dominated the membership distribution and closely followed by the 
federal and state working population.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Registered and Total Working 
Population by Gender Compared

Registered and Total Working Population by Gender Compared

Male Female

Total Working Population

Registered Working Population

36,363,042

5,226,897

33,107,859

2,121,131

5,226,897 or 14.37% of the total male working population are registered under the pension scheme 
while 2,121,131 or 6.41% of total female working population are registered under the scheme.
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Retirement Savings Account (RSA) Membership 
Distribution for Fourth Quarter, 2016

Registered and Overall Working 
Population Compared

Registered and Overall Working Population Compared

Total Working Population Registered Working Pop.

Overall vs. Registered 69,470,901 7,348,028

7,348,028 or 10.58% of the total working population are registered under the national pension 
scheme.
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Internally Generated Revenue At State Level (January To June 2016)
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Methodology and Advice to Users of Our Reports

Data is supplied administratively by National Pension Commission and verified and validated by the National Bureau of Statistics, 

Nigeria.

Methodology

ADVICE TO USERS OF THIS REPORT
You are given the limited right to print this report and to distribute it by any means. You can print out pages and share/use them in your private 
discussion groups as long as you acknowledge NBS and you do not alter the report in any way. NBS is not responsible for any errors, omissions or 
representations on any of the pages in this report. Our report, opinions and analysis are based on best practice methodology and sources believed 
to be reliable and are written in good faith, but no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to their accuracy or completeness. 
The information in this report is updated from time to time. We encourage everyone to use the information in the report as a resource only to 
further their own research on all featured entities. This material is based upon information that we consider reliable, credible and factual but we 
do not represent that it is accurate or complete, as such. Any information, opinions, advice or offers posted by any person or entity logged in to the 
NBS's website associated sites is to be construed as public conversation only. In delivering this report, the NBS works with and through 
organisations with distinct service competencies in data presentation. NBS takes extra steps to ensure that information provided by it are 
accurate, fact checked and validated for compliance with internationally acceptable standards and practices. While this report is checked for 
accuracy, we are not liable for any incorrect information included. We are always happy to receive your comments on how we can improve on this 
report. Should you be interested in contacting us for further discussions on how such reports can be made more meaningful to you or your 
organization? Kindly contact feedback@nigerianstat.gov.ng
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